Hroclamation

by
Trnie I letcher

Boternox

aof the

Uommonenlth of Rentucky

T AU To- HWhonr These Foresents Jhall Gome:

WHEREAS,  More than 75 million Amcricans live with chronic pain caused by various diseascs or disorders
and rore than 25 million Americans suffer with acute pain each ysur, making it one of our
nation’s most serious health problems; and ‘

WHEREAS, While medical knowledge and technology exist to relieve or greatly ease pain, most pain goes
unrreated, under reated, or improperly teated. Aluo, the majority of healthears prafesgionals arc

still unaware of how 1o effectively treat pain and most people with pain, including those at the end
of life, get litile or no relief; and

WHREREAS,  According to the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, pain costs more than $100
billion anrually in loat wotkdays, medical expimses, and ather benefit costs. Many citizens,
especially the elderly, minorities, wrban and rural poor, are unable to get treatment helping them to
manage their pain due to high health care cogts; and

WHEREAS, Tinircated pain may patentially rob Kentuckians of their quality of life — affocting their physical,
paychalagical, socinl and spiritunl well-being, and

WHEREAS, People who suffer from pain are too often stigmatized, marginulized, and/or often not informed
about their right 1o effective pain asseszmsnt and management;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ERNIE FLETCHER, Govemor of the Commanwealth of Kentucky, do hereby proclaim
September 2004 as

PAIN AWARENRESS MONTH

in Kentycky.

DONE AT THE CAPITOL, in the City of Frankfort, this 19%
day of August, in the year of Our Lord Two Thousand Four
and i the 213% year of the Commonwezlfh-

Tre Cmﬁgﬁm h - I
Secretary of State



