STATE OF MISSISSIPFI
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WHEREAS, pain is onc of our Nations mosl serious health problems. More than 75
milllon American’s live with chronic pain caused by various diseascs or disorders and
more than 25 million American’s suffer with acute pain each year; and

WHEREAS, medical knowlodge and technology exials to relicve ot greatly case pain,
most pain goes untreated, under trealed, or improperly treated. Also, the majority of
healthcare professionals are stil] unaware o[ how to offectively treat pain and most people
withy pain, in¢luding those at the end of life, pet Iittte or no relief; and

WHEREAS, accanding to the National Institute for Occupational Safety And Health,
pain cokts more than $100 billion annually in logt workdays, medical expenses, and other
benefit costs. Many citizens, especially the elderly, minorities, urban and rural poor, are
unahle top get treatment helping them to manage their pain due to high health care costs;
and

WHEREAS, untreated paitt may potentially rob Mississippians of their quality of life-
affecting thejr physical, peychologicsl, social and spiritual well-baing, and

WHEREAS, people who suffer from pain are too often stigmatized, marginalized, and/r
often not informed nbout their right to effcctive pain asscssment and management; and

WHEREAS, The Mississippi Pain Sovicty is a growing organization comprized of pain
suffercrs, physicians, wurses, social worker, pharmacists, shaplains, thotapists, civil
Jeadors, non-profit organizations and healthcare business whose mission is to improve the
quality of lifc for people in Mississippi experiencing pain; and

WHEREAS, The Missisgippians Pain Society sccks to pravide practical information for
people with pain 2nd pain issues, inform healthcare professionals about pain
manegement, develop a pain resoutce center, and serve as an advocate for people
experigneing pain, and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Halcy Barbour, Governor of the State of Mississippi, hereby
prociaim September 2004, a5

PAIN AWARENESS MONTH

in the State of Mississippi.

™ WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hercunto set my kand and
caused the Gromt Seal of the
Btate of Mississippi 1© be
affixed,

DONE in he Ciry of Jackeon,
on the third day of September
in the year of owr Lord, two
thousand and four, and of the
Independenst of the Unitad
States of America, the twe
hundred and rwenty-cighth.
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