Mihereas, pain is one of our nation’s most serious health problems with more than 50 million Americans
living with chronic pain caused by disease or disorders and more that 25 million Americans that will suffer
some type of acute pain; and

Whereas, while medical knowledge and technology exist to relieve or greatly ease pain, pain goes untreated,

under-treated, or improperly treated when healthcare professionals do not have the Knowledge to effectively
treat pain; and

Wlereas, people who suffer from pain are often stigmatized, marginalized, andjor not informed of their
right to effective pain assessment and management, including those people at the end of life; and

Wlyerens, the people of ORlafioma deserve the most effective and appropriate treatment of pain; and

mhnreas, the State Legislature and 1 recognize the issues concerning people in pain and pain management in
ORlahoma with the formation of an Advisory Council on Pain Management; and

MWhereas, Pain Relief Oklahoma (PROK) is a grass roots pain initiative for the state of Okfahoma, offering

education and practical information to healthcare professionals and to consumers experiencing pain,

Notu, Therefore, I, Brad Henry, Governor of the State of Okfahioma, do hereby proclaim September, 2004,

as

“Pain Awareness Month”

in the State of Oklahoma.
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